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INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS

Product may vary

Modular Glass Ridgelight
These instructions should be used for:
Constructing & waterproofing a timber upstand curb
Installing & waterproofing proprietary curb
Assembling & installing a ridgelight
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Handling & storage

While all ridgelights and associated products are suitably packaged to avoid 
damage, you should take care when handling them. Two or more people  
may be needed to move larger items.

All ridgelights, curbs and accessories must be stored on a flat, dry surface  
under cover if they aren’t going to be installed immediately. 

Ridgelight components should not at any time be left in direct sunlight until 
installation is complete. Heavy items should not be placed on top of them  
as this can lead to damage or distortion.

The HSE publication Safety in Roofwork HSG33 gives good advice on the 
necessary precautions, safe working practices and procedures that need  
to be adopted when working on roofs.

Please read carefully before beginning your installation.  
Contact your supplier if you are unsure about anything involved.

INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS

Modular Ridgelight

These instructions should be used for:
Constructing & Waterproofing a Timber Upstand Curb
Installing & Waterproofing a Proprietary Curb
Assembling & Installing a Ridgelight
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Maintenance

While Em-Glaze glass ridgelights are deemed non-fragile, rooflights should 
still be treated as fragile surfaces and should not be walked upon under any 
circumstances. Once installed you should check fixings, ventilation and sealing 
tape where applicable once a year. Avoid all contact with: silicone, wood 
preservative, adhesives and sealing tapes.

Remove tar stains with turpentine and rinse thoroughly with water. Clean with 
mild soapy water (no abrasives) and always rinse with plenty of fresh water. In 
normal weather and site conditions, occasional cleaning is required to maintain 
their present condition. No other maintenance should be necessary.

NB: Installation must comply with all applicable local building regulations.

To view our installation video visit  
www.whitesales.co.uk/emglaze-install  
or scan the QR code.
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Instructions:

01:  Constructing & Waterproofing a Timber Upstand Curb

Construct the upstand using minimum 50mm thick timber to finish 150mm 
above the finished roof level. 

Upstand must be flat-topped (straight, level, square etc). Apply the waterproofing  
(in accordance with Manufacturers Recommendations) up and right across top  
of upstand to give a flat even surface. 

Construct the upstand according to the external size required. Note that the 
thickness of material will affect the daylight size.

e.g. Size Ref No S9
A Overall upstand size (External) 1100 x 1100mm
B Internal upstand Size (Inc Lining) Dependant of width of material
C Minimum height 150mm
D Waterproofing  
E Builders curb

This will provide for a maximum waterproofing thickness of 15mm all around. 
Note: for asphalt in excess of 13mm thick, contact your supplier.
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02:  Installing & Waterproofing a Proprietary Curb

Installing:  
Drill and securely fix the curb to the roof aperture through the bottom  
flange,100mm from each corner and at maximum 300mm centred.  
Use very large-headed fixings (not supplied), with type and size dictated  
by site conditions. Upstand curbs should be fixed to a structural  
component (i.e. not fixed through insulation).

The 150mm-high curb should not be fitted below roof insulation. The 300mm-
high curb can be used with roof insulation up to 150mm thick if unvented,  
or up to 60mm thick if vented. If fitted with insulation in excess of these 
recommendations, a timber ground cut to 75mm wide x the required  
thickness should be provided around the roof aperture.

Waterproofing:  
Apply the waterproofing (in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations) 
 up to the underside of the top flange (see Fig.1). On vented 300mm-high curbs 
the waterproofing must be neatly dressed around the ventilators and up to the 
underside of the top flange.

Bitumen felt and torch-on systems: The Em-Curb should be primed and 
standard application techniques used. When using torch-on, the torch should  
be directed at the waterproofing and not directly at the Em-Curb (see Fig.2).

Single ply systems: These may be solvent or heat-welded and mechanically 
fixed to the Em-Curb, depending on the type of membrane. Refer to the 
supplier for further information.

Asphalt: The Em-Curb should be primed and expanded metal lathe (EML) metal 
should be affixed using staples with a maximum length of 10mm. The first coat 
of asphalt should be applied cooler than usual - approximately 180˚. This layer 
should be as thin as is practically possible. Because of the upstand’s insulating 
properties, the heat cannot dissipate quickly and it is vital that you leave the first 
coat to cool completely before applying successive coats. These subsequent coats 
can be at normal temperature and thickness.

Drill and securely fix.
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03: Assembling & Installing a Ridgelight

1. Double check the external curb dimensions to ensure the upstand  
 has been constructed to the correct sizing specification.

2. Open boxes, remove all main frame components and lay out arranging  
 rafters in numerical order. Components that are the same size will have  
 the same number allocated to them. The locations will be shown on  
 the plan drawing enclosed.

 Note: Care should be taken to avoid damaging or scratching components.

3. Start with ringbeam. Locate corner ringbeam bracket into adjoining   
 ringbeam. Brackets come attached to ring beam. Locate bracket and screw  
 together through pre-drilled holes using 50mm screws supplied. Complete  
 for  all corners.

 

Fig.2Fig.1
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4. Silicone along top of the weathered curb about 2 cm away from outside  
 edge of external curb, position the ringbeam frame on top and apply   
 pressure to give a tight seal. 

5. Drill through the ringbeam and secure in place with a screw. We recommend 
 one screw either side of the corners and then at 500mm intervals. 

6. Install the adjustable ring beam plate on all four sides as shown below  

Fig.1 Fig.2

Fig.3

7. Lay out rafters required according to enclosed plan.

8. Remove the aluminium hip brackets from the hip rafters by partially   
 unscrewing the bracket retaining screws. Check screw is located at  
 the top of rafters but do not fully tighten, to allow the hook brackets  
 to slide freely.
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9. Insert the brackets into pre-cut slots in ridge rafter. Slide rafter onto bracket  
 and tighten screw through pre-drilled hole in rafter, locating into angled  
 section bracket. Tightening the screw will pull the rafter securely into place.  
 Repeat this for remaining rafters. 

10. Lift the framework into place onto the ringbeam, ensuring the corners are  
 aligned with the ringbeam frame. Pull the adjustable plate towards the rafter 
 to close off the gaps and screw into place. Repeat for all four corners.

11. Attach the double sided glazing tape holder to the adjustable flap of the ring 
 beam. Slide into place and clip into position. Repeat on all sides. 

12. Remove protective tape on rafters.
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13. Silicone the inner side of the framework where the glazing will be fitted and  
 fix foam PVC inner liner board to the adjustable flap. Repeat on all 4 sides.  
 Some units may come with double sided tape so silicone is not required  
 for these.

14. Start glazing from one of the hip ends. Attach the PVC glazing encloser  
 to the bottom edge of the glass. 

 Note: For a more secure fit, run a bead of sealant along the top leg  
 of the glazing encloser.

15. Lift the glass into place and lower onto the adhesive tape, making sure  
 stickers are located inside. Press firmly into place.

16. Proceed with opposite pane and continue until all sides complete -  
 inserting a pane and then the opposite.

17. Clip the top ridge plate into position and secure with screws in the  
 preformed holes. 

18. Apply the aluminium capping onto ridge plate, ensuring it snaps into place

19. Place the aluminium pressure plates, with rubber seal touching glass,  
 on each joint to form the weathering seal. Screw in preformed holes.

20. Snap the external aluminium caps over the aluminium pressure plates.  
 Ensure these are tightly clipped on. Use a nylon hammer if necessary.

21. Clean and snag any details.


